Introduction
The fultoportula-bearing genus Conticribra Stachura-Suchoples et Williams (2009: 482) was recently established to accommodate C. tricircularis Stachura-Suchoples et Williams (2009: 479) The presence of valve face fultoportulae constitutes the distinguishing character between living Conticribra species and fossil Conticribra species. The two living taxa are further distinguished by the number and distribution of the valve face fultoportulae. Conticribra guillardii has 0-4 randomly distributed valve face fultoportulae (Hasle 1978) , whereas C. weissflogii has many valve face fultoportulae arranged in a slightly irregular ring pattern within the subcentral area (Fryxell & Hasle 1977) . The number and position of the subcentral fultoportulae in C. weissflogii have been shown to vary according to the diameter of valve and salinity (e.g., Johansen & Theriot 1987 ) and also to various cultural conditions such as deficiency of nutrient (Kang et al. 1996) . Nevertheless, the variation of valve face fultoportulae represents a distinguishing character for C. weissflogii (Fryxell & Hasle 1977) , because no other species shows this pattern of fultoportulae.
Recently, the greater potential diversity of diatoms was recognized by the discovery of cryptic and pseudocryptic species belonging to genera such as Pseudo-nitzschia H. 
